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March 7, 2011

Attorney General Pam Bondi
Office of the Attorney General
State of Florida

The Capitol PL-01

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050

Re:  Prescription Drug Abuse/Misuse in Pinellas County
Attorney General Bondi:

The Health and Human Services Coordinating Council (HHHSCC) for Pinellas County
supports your efforts to curtail the dangerous over-dispensation and abuse of
prescription drugs. Formed in 2006, the HIISCC is comprised of elected and
appointed policy makers and funders who continually strive to improve health and
human services in Pinellas County. Its structure, consisting of a Policy Board, an
Administrative Forum, and four Leadership Networks (Homeless, Health and
Behavioral Health, Low Income Housing, and Disaster Recovery) is designed to
engage a broad array of stakeholders in its work.

HHSCC members are concerned about the epidemic of prescription drug abuse and
related deaths within our community. This serious problem is costing at least seven
lives a day across Florida, hundreds of whom are Pinellas County residents. Many
more individuals are arrested, or caught up in crisis services, as a result of
prescription drug abuse,

Although Pinellas County has taken aggressive measures to address prescription
drug abuse through the establishment of a moratorium on pain clinics and strong law
enforcement efforts, this problem continues to grow locally, taxing limited resources.
For example, the Pinellas County Sheriff's Office reports a 57% increase in related
arrests between 2009 and 2010. In the last four months of 2010 alone, 122 children in
the Sixth Judicial Circuit were placed in out-of-home care due to prescription drug
abuse by their parents/caretakers, Universally, the private and public funders of
human services are concerned about their capacity to meet the demands of this
escalating problem.
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Public policy to address this issue requires effective education and guidelines for the
medical community, family awareness efforts, treatment availability, and laws to
strengthen the enforcement of illicit activity, with particular attention to penalties for
blank prescriptions and the definition of pain clinics. We encourage your continuing
efforts to influence public policy and decision makers to implement the long-delayed
prescription drug monitoring program.

Ms. Bondi, we appreciate your time and attention on this area of mutual state and
local concern. If I can be of further assistance or can provide additional information,
please contact me at (727) 464-3278.

Most sincerely,

KO/“”" W ilbzne Seed

Karen Williams Seel

Pinellas County Commissioner
and

Chair, HHSCC Policy Board
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Establish a Preservation experience threshold requirement or
point bonus, as appropriate. Due to the complexity of HUD
deals, we recommend that developers without this background
partner with those that have Preservation experience. Assignment
and assumption of HAP contracts, tenant relocation, TPA’s,
Wellstone Notices, etc. are all items that make these deals more
complicated. Tax credit investors will also require developers to
have sufficient knowledge and skill in this area.

Award 2 points, up to a maximum of 6 points in total, to each
route housed at a qualifying bus stop that is within .25 miles of
the TBMP. Under the “Transit” point category, a “Public Bus
Transfer Stop” is worth 6 points. The definition reads, “4 Public
Bus Transfer Stop means a fixed location at which passengers may
access at least three routes of public transportation via buses.”
Maximum points for this category are awarded if a qualifying bus
stop is located within .25 miles of a site’s tie breaker measurement
point. However, if two or more bus stops with a total of at least
three routes are located within .25 miles of the tie breaker
measurement point, only a maximum of 2 points is awarded.

Requiring that one stop be served by three routes in order to
receive the 6 points unfairly penalizes sites with multiple stops.
Some local transit agencies designate specific stops for specific
routes.

The market study requirement going forward will be a PMA
threshold of 92%. Deals do not get into credit underwriting
where this determination is made prior to paying their good faith
deposits, which is well over $100,000 in most cases. We disagree
with this policy for the following reasons:

o Markets change over time.

o Appraisals are not perfect. A 91.5% and 94% determination
can be the difference that costs developers hundreds and
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and communities their

projects.

o Occupancy alone is not a good litmus test for a market.



